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What are we looking at?



County lines is a very serious issue which involves the 
illegal distribution and dealing of seriously dangerous 

drugs from one city/ town to another.

What is county lines?

Gangs recruit and use vulnerable children and 
young people, as young as 10, to move drugs and 

money around for them. 

Gangs sometimes use violence to threaten 
children and often use social media as a way to 

communicate.

They are exploited and forced to carry drugs 
between locations, usually on trains or 

coaches; where they are often made to sell 
drugs to local users.
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Recently, there has been a rise1 in the number 
of arrests of teenagers for drug dealing. 

Some say this is due to a new drug dealing 
model, known as ‘county lines’. 

Why are we talking about this?

All types of young people, but particularly 
vulnerable teenagers, are at risk of 

being drawn into county lines. 
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The scale of the problem 

There is evidence of county lines 
activity in 88% of areas across 

England and Wales1. 

A typical ‘line’ will sell £2,000 
to £3,000 worth of drugs a day.3 

4,000 teenagers from London alone4 are 
being exploited each year to sell drugs in 

rural areas. 

Gangs may promise4 children they can make 
up to £500 per week but many are trapped in 

debt bondage5. 

There are estimated to be 1,500 
county lines2 in operation in 

the UK. 

Debt bondage:
When a young person 
is forced to work in 
order to pay off a 

debt. 

Exploited:
Treating someone 
unfairly in order to 
benefit from their 

work. 



Recognising the terms



Intimidation 

Threat / use of 
violence

Forcing a debt

Building trust

Promising a 
better life

Money / gifts

Asking for 
favours

Grooming 
strategiesHow do young people get involved?

Young people of different ages and 
from a range of backgrounds are 
targeted and recruited to deal drugs 

for county line gangs. Many are 
unaware that they are being 

groomed.  



Spotting the signs of exploitation

Tell-tale signs which might 
suggest someone is being 
exploited by a gang to sell 

drugs…

Going missing from 
school or home.

Having money / 
clothes / items they 

can’t explain.

Unexplained trips 
away from home. 

Big changes in 
mood and 
emotions.

Spending time with 
new or controlling 

people.

Receiving lots of 
secretive texts or 

phone calls.

Exploited:
Treating someone 
unfairly in order to 
benefit from their 

work. 







We invite you to ask any questions 
about what has been spoken about 

today


